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MEPA Scoping Session

 Page Czepiga, EEA, MEPA Unit
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MEPA Process Overview

A MEPA requires state agencies study the environmental
consequences of their actions, including permitting and
financial assistance.

A Requires all feasible measures to avoid, minimize, and
mitigate damage to the environment.

A Requires that state agencies minimize damage to the
environment by studying alternatives to the proposed
project.

A MEPA review is not a permitting process. MEPA requires
public study, disclosure, and development of feasible
mitigation.



When is MEPA review required?

A Project requires a State Agency Action:
Proposed by a State Agency
State Permit
Financial Assistance

Land Transfer

A Project meets or exceeds a MEPA review threshold:

Land, Rare Species, Wetlands, Water, Wastewater,
Transportation, Energy, Air, Solid/Hazardous Waste,
Historical/Archaeological Resources

MassDOT projects typically exceed thresholds
associated with Land, Wetlands and Transportation



MEPA Applicability

A The project is being undertaken by a state agency,
requires a permit from a state agency and may receive

state funding

A MEPA jurisdiction is broad in scope (not limited to one
area of environmental impact)

A Triggered EIR Review Thresholds:
Land:Creation of >10 acres of impervious area

Wetlands Alteration of >1 acre of Bordering Vegetated
Wetlands; requires a Variance from Wetland Protection

Act



MEPA Process Schedule

A ENF Filed with MEPA: 2/27/15

A Environmental Monitor Notice: 3/11/15
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A Comments Due: 3/31/15
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Background

A Historic congestion at interchange associated with toll plazas

A MassDOT planning study (2012-2013) identifying deficiencies and
need for improvements

A Implementation of All Electronic Toll System (AETS) July 15, 2016

A MassDOT Feasibility Study (2014) to identify options to improve

safety and mobility
- ENF filed March 2, 2015

A Elimination of toll plazas will not eliminate congestion and safety

Issues



Safety and Operational Issues

A Substandard geometry
A Magnitude of passenger vehicle traffic
A Magnitude of truck traffic

A Vehicle conflicts (weaving sections) within interchange
area

A Crash history at ramps and through interchange



What Are We Trying to Do

A Eliminate Weaving Movement Conflicts
A Improve Interstate-to-Interstate Design
A Reduce Congestion and Travel Time

A Minimize Resource Impacts






